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simply for effect. This point, as well, generates much
fascinating discussion amongst our great sages, as we
shall see.

Seeing Sounds at Mount Sinai

Did You See What I Saw?

As the Yom Tov of Shavuos approaches, the focus
fittingly shifts to the Revelation at Sinai and the granting
of the Torah. One of the many wondrous aspects that
accompanied this singular event concerns the kolos
(sounds) that were manifest at that time. Regarding the
transmission of the Torah to the people at Har Sinai,
the verse states (Shemos 20:15): ְו ָכל ָה ָעם ר ִֹאים ֶאת־
הּקֹוֹלת,
ַ which — translated literally — means: “And all
the people saw the sounds.” Rashi amplifies this notion
by quoting Chazal, who declare that the attendees at
Har Sinai were capable of a certain feat that has not
been duplicated since: they beheld with their eyes that
which is normally just heard.

An important principle emerges from a Talmudic
discussion concerning Rosh Chodesh (the new month).
As elaborated upon in maseches Rosh Hashanah,
Rosh Chodesh was classically determined via kiddush
hachodesh (sanctification of the new moon). This
process centered around the delivery and acceptance of
testimony regarding the sighting of the new moon, and
was administered by the beis din (court). When the beis
din determined that the testimony was indeed valid, they
consecrated the day as Rosh Chodesh by exclaiming,
“Mekudash! Mekudash! (It is properly sanctified! It is
properly sanctified!)” The Mishnah (3:1) discusses a
case where, instead of standard witnesses, it was beis
din itself who sighted the new moon:

What, precisely, did they see? The sound waves? The
exact nature of this amazing phenomenon is the subject
of discussion amongst the commentators. For example,
the Shelah understands it to mean that — as the words
of the Torah were being uttered — the Jewish people
beheld these words simultaneously taking the form of
actual letters. In any event, it is clear that this was truly
a sight to behold.
What may not be so clear, however, is the purpose of
this grand spectacle. True, it certainly was intriguing
and “eye-catching,” so to speak, but we know that
Hashem performs miracles for specific purposes, not
לזכר נשמת ציפא רבקה בת ברוך ע”ה

,ֵיהם
ֶ ָעידּו ִב ְפנ
ִ ַע ְמדּו ְׁש ַנ ִים ְוי
ַ  י,ָראּוהּו ֵבית ִּדין ִּב ְל ַבד
.ֹאמרּו ְמ ֻק ָּדׁש ְמ ֻק ָּדׁש
ְ ְוי
“If beis din alone sights it (the procedure is as follows):
Two of the members (of the beis din) stand before the
rest and testify (that they saw the new moon). (The
sitting judges) then declare, ‘Mekudash! Mekudash!’”
The Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 25b) questions this
procedure. Why is it necessary for two members of
the beis din to go through the formality of delivering
testimony? It almost seems odd that the beis din needs
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