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Parshas Nitzavim-Vayeilech 5771

Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit of
 a fellow Jew who passed away with no ,יהודה יוסף בן משה ע"ה

relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of his neshamah.

Dedicated in loving memory of
יצחק בן ר' דוד ע"ה

by his son, R´ Sholom Chayim Schneider, Brooklyn, NY

The Rosh hashanah BaTTle 
For many people, the atmosphere of this particular time 
period is marked by a certain measure of solemnity and fear. 
In light of the approaching judgment and the opening of the 
Books of Life and Death, these holy days are aptly known 
as the “Days of Awe.”

The familiar description of Rosh Hashanah as a day of 
judgment is related by the Mishnah, which states (Rosh 
Hashanah 1:2): 

 ְּברֹאׁש ַהָּׁשָנה ָּכל ָּבֵאי ָהעֹוָלם עֹוְבִרין ְלָפָניו ִּכְבֵני ָמרֹון, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ַהּיֹוֵצר

ַיַחד ִלָּבם, ַהֵּמִבין ֶאל ָּכל ַמֲעֵׂשיֶהם.

“On Rosh Hashanah, all of the world’s inhabitants pass in 
judgment before Hashem, like sheep passing single file in 
review before the shepherd. As the verse states (Tehillim 
33:15): ‘He fashions their hearts together and discerns all 
of their deeds.’ ”

What’s so special about Rosh 
hashanah? 

What may be less commonly known is that the matter is 
subject to dispute. As stated, the Tanna of the Mishnah singles 
out Rosh Hashanah as the day upon which man’s deeds are 
scrutinized and judgment is rendered. However, the Tosefta 
(referenced in Rosh Hashanah 16a) records the dissenting 
opinions of other Tannaim on this issue. According to R’ 
Yose, a person is judged every single day, while R’ Nosson 
contends that judgment takes place anew every minute. 

There is a somewhat glaring issue that is raised by this Tannaic 
discussion: what, exactly is the nature and uniqueness of 

Rosh Hashanah? This is obviously not a problem for the 
Mishnah, which contends that judgment is relegated to only 
one day per year – that day being Rosh Hashanah. However, 
at first glance it appears that for R’ Yose, every day is a 
virtual Rosh Hashanah – and for R’ Nosson, it is every 
moment! Is that special atmosphere of the “Days of Awe” 
something to be experienced year round? 

In a more concrete sense, there are certain specific practices 
associated with the occurrence of judgment. One such 
example is the recital of Malchiyos, Zichronos, and Shofros, 
the Scriptural verses highlighting the aspects of Hashem’s 
Kingship, Remembrances, and the Shofar. This recital is 
undertaken in an effort to be found meritorious in judgment, 
as the Gemara states (ibid.): “The Holy One, Blessed is He, 
says (to the Jewish people): ‘Recite before Me Malchiyos 
(verses of Kingship), so that you will proclaim Me King 
over you; Zichronos (verses of Remembrance), so that your 
memory will arise before Me in your favor; and what will 
serve as the escort? The shofar.’” And so – asks the Turei 
Even (Rosh Hashanah, ibid.) – as these passages are recited 
to provide aid during the judgment process, they should be 
recited every day according to R’ Yose and R’ Nosson (who 
maintain that the judgment is an ongoing phenomenon)!     

In fact, the implication of the Gemara seems to be that the 
halachah actually follows the opinion of the latter Tannaim! 
In short, a most perplexing picture seems to emerge from 
this discussion: If the “awesome judgment” is a daily 
occurrence, what is the significance and uniqueness of the 
day of Rosh Hashanah according to these opinions? 

Harav Yeruchem Olshin explains the matter in light of a 
particularly eye-opening exposition from the Netziv. This 
classic dissertation on the essence of Rosh Hashanah has been 
dealt with previously in these pages (Nitzavim 5768) and is 



For background purposes, we present here a brief 
synopsis of the Creation schedule, in which the items 
created on any given day of the Six Days of Creation 
are mentioned:
Day #1: Heaven and earth (and light).
Day #2: Firmament separating between the upper 
waters and the lower waters (the latter being the yam 
[sea]).
Day #3: Trees, grass, and all vegetation.
Day #4: Heavenly bodies of illumination (sun, moon, 
stars).
Day #5: Flying creatures and denizens of the sea. 
Day #6: Animals and man.

The Mishnah in Keilim (17:14) goes through 
each day of Creation, noting on which days materials 
susceptible to defilement were created:

ִני ֵאין ּבֹו ֻטְמָאה,  ֵ ּשׁ יֹום ָהִראׁשֹון ֻטְמָאה, ּבַ ְבָרא ּבְ ּנִ ֶ ַמה ּשׁ ְוֵיׁש ּבְ
ֻטְמָאה...  ֶהם  ּבָ ֵאין  י  ּוַבֲחִמיׁשִ ְרִביִעי  ּבָ ֻטְמָאה,  ּבֹו  ֶיׁש  י  ִליׁשִ ְ ּשׁ ּבַ

י, ָטֵמא. ִ ּשׁ ִ יֹום ַהּשׁ ְבָרא ּבְ ּנִ ׁשֶ

“From things created on day one, there are those 
that are susceptible to tumah. Nothing created on day 
two is susceptible to tumah. There are items created on 
day three with tumah-susceptibility. Days four and five 
contain no tumah-susceptible items... but creations of 
day six are tumah-susceptible.”

In all, days one, three and six contain tumah-
susceptible items, while days two, four and five do not. 
The Bartenura fills in the details: Generally speaking, 
materials become tumah-susceptible when they are 
fashioned into vessels or clothing – that is, depending 
on what the materials are. On the first day, the earth 
was created; earthenware vessels are susceptible to 
tumah. Day number two saw the fashioning of the 
firmament separating the waters; nothing there that 
could incur tumah. The third day saw the creation of the 
trees; wooden vessels are susceptible to tumah. On the 

fourth and fifth days, the heavenly bodies and creatures 

of the air and sea were formed, respectively. They do 

not incur tumah, and so, seemingly, a moon-rock jug, 

or a sharkskin purse would be tumah-free. However, 

leather-products from animals – created on the sixth 

day – would be susceptible to tumah. 

The Problem with Seaweed

Upon delving into some of the intricacies of this 

topic, a point to consider would be the various forms of 

sea vegetation (generally referred to as kelp or seaweed). 

Although possibly not the most fashionable by current 

standards, people did utilize (at one point or another) 

the abundant fibrous material supplied 
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briefly revisited here to bring clarity to our discussion:

According to the Netziv (Ha’amek Davar, Vayikra 16:29, 
and Harcheiv Davar, ibid., 23:24), Rosh Hashanah is a 
monumentally eventful occasion – of a most serious nature. 
Aside from the judgment regarding the lives of individuals 
– itself an event of no small import – another caucus takes 
place, the outcome of which affects the Jewish nation as a 
whole. 

battle of the skies

It is no understatement (and should come as no surprise) that 
much takes place that is hidden from the view of mortals. 
On Rosh Hashanah, the celestial spheres are filled with 
activity. The angelic agents representing the various nations 
converge to do battle against the one nation that possesses 
no angelic intermediary – Yisrael. And as the Satan attempts 

to raise accusations against each individual and highlight 
their misdeeds, these celestial representatives make their 
case against the communal body of the Jewish nation. They 
argue before the One Judge that there is only one of two 
acceptable alternatives for the fate of this people: either 
extermination or total assimilation. Either way, the goal 
is the same: to terminate the very existence of the Jewish 
nation as Hashem’s chosen people. 

As Jews the world over attend the synagogue on these Days 
of Awe, this frightening scenario plays out in the Heavens 
above. And it is this aspect that makes Rosh Hashanah a 
unique time of solemn judgment according to all opinions. In 
other words, the Tannaic dispute mentioned above concerns 
only the judgment of individuals: according to the Mishnah, 
this judgment takes place once a year, according to R’ Yose 
– once a day, and according to R’ Nosson – every minute. 
This judgment pertains to the fate of each individual, where 
his deeds determine into which book he is inscribed – for 
life, or otherwise.

All concur, however, that the other judgment event is time-
specific to Rosh Hashanah. On this day, Hashem sits in 
judgment as the nations implore Him to abandon His people. 
But Hashem Himself has informed us how to counteract the 
designs of Israel’s foes: through the verses and themes of 
Malchiyos, Zichronos, and Shofros. 

It is for this reason, as well, that these verses are recited on 
Rosh Hashanah only – even according to the opinions of 
R’ Yose and R’ Nosson. They serve as the antidote against 
the communal judgment. The nations gather to wipe out our 
existence and deny our suitability as the people of Hashem. 
And so we demonstrate just the opposite: we loudly proclaim 
our acceptance of Hashem’s Sovereignty, thereby affirming 
our allegiance to Him.

At certain points in history, the nations’ attempts may 
have appeared to make some inroads, both physically and 
spiritually. But the more we strengthen our subservience to 
Hashem’s Kingship, the more we block and reverse their 
advances. And the closer we come to the advent of the day 
when “all living creatures will proclaim, ‘Hashem, the G-d 
of Israel is King... over all.’”


