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5DUHO\GRZHILQGVXFKDQLQWHQVHH[SUHVVLRQRI
DQJXLVK GXH WR DQ XQUHVROYHG TXHVWLRQ DV LV
UHFRUGHG E\ 5¶ <DLU %DFKUDFK LQ KLV FODVVLF
YROXPH&KDYRV<DLU  %HIRUHSUHVHQWLQJWKH
LVVXHWKRXJKVRPHEDFNJURXQGLVLQRUGHU
0DQ\ KDODFKRV JRYHUQ WKH SURGXFWLRQ DQG
FRQVXPSWLRQRIDJULFXOWXUDOFURSV)RUH[DPSOH
IRUWKHILUVWWKUHHIUXLWEHDULQJ\HDUVRIDWUHHWKH
SURGXFH±NQRZQDVRUODK±LVIRUELGGHQ$QRWKHU
DUHD RI DJULFXOWXUDO ODZ LV WKH 6DEEDWLFDO F\FOH
ODQGRZQHUVPD\SODQWDQGKDUYHVWIRUVL[\HDUVEXW
PXVW OHW WKHLU ILHOGV OLH IDOORZ LQ WKH VHYHQWK $
JHQHUDOUHOLQTXLVKPHQWRIRZQHUVKLSRFFXUVGXULQJ
VKHYL¶LV WKH VHYHQWK \HDU  WKHUH DUH QR SULYDWH
IUXLWV DQG VR DQ\RQH PD\ SDUWDNH RI ZKDWHYHU
SURGXFHKHILQGV
7KH0LVKQDKLQ0D¶DVHU6KHQL  GHDOVZLWKD
VFHQDULRLQZKLFKWKHVHLQVWLWXWLRQVFRLQFLGH
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³6RPHRQHZKRRZQVODQGXSRQZKLFKRUODKFURSV
JURZ VKRXOG PDUN WKH DUHD ZLWK FOD\ 5DEEDQ
6KLPRQEHQ*DPOLHOVDLG7KLVKDODFKDKDSSOLHV
RQO\GXULQJWKH6DEEDWLFDO\HDU´
$ODQGRZQHUPD\KDYHWKHFRQFHUQWKDWSDVVHUVE\
PLJKW KHOS WKHPVHOYHV WR KLV FURSV XQDZDUH RI
WKHLU RUODK VWDWXV 7KH\ PLJKW PLVWDNHQO\ WKLQN
WKDWWKHWUHHLVLQLWVQLQWKRUWHQWKSURGXFWLRQ\HDU
ZKHQLQUHDOLW\WKHWUHHLVPXFK\RXQJHUDQGLWV
IUXLWV DUH IRUELGGHQ 7R SUHYHQW WKHP IURP
LQDGYHUWHQWO\HDWLQJIRUELGGHQIUXLWVWKHRZQHULV
LQVWUXFWHGWRPDNHVSHFLDOPDUNLQJVVLJQDOLQJWKH

לזכר ולעילוי נשמת
הרה״ג ר׳ יעקב משה ב״ר ניסן שלמה זצ״ל
Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit
of אסתר בת שמואל ע״ה a fellow Jew who passed away with no
relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of her neshamah.

KDODFKLF VWDWXV RI WKH FURSV WR DQ\ SURVSHFWLYH
WDNHUV
5DEEDQ 6KLPRQ EHQ *DPOLHO DGGV DQ LPSRUWDQW
FDYHDW KRZHYHU WKH RZQHU QHHG RQO\ SXW RXW
WKHVH PDUNLQJV LQ WKH 6DEEDWLFDO \HDU ZKHQ
SDVVHUVE\PD\OHJDOO\KHOSWKHPVHOYHVWRKLVIUXLW
2QHZKRKHOSVKLPVHOIGXULQJWKHUHPDLQLQJVL[
\HDUV ZRXOG EH FRPPLWWLQJ DQ DFW RI VWHDOLQJ
KHQFHWKHRZQHUQHHGQRWFRQFHUQKLPVHOIZLWK
FODULI\LQJWKHRUODKVWDWXVWRWKHZRXOGEHWDNHUV
,QRWKHUZRUGVRQHZKRMXVWO\WDNHVWKHIUXLWVRI
KLVRZQDFFRUG LQWKHVHYHQWK\HDU VWLOOUXQVWKH
ULVNRIHDWLQJRUODKDQGVRWKHRZQHULVREOLJDWHG
WRSURYLGHWKHZDUQLQJPDUNHUV,QWKHRWKHU\HDUV
KRZHYHURQFHWKHLQGLYLGXDOLVUHDG\WRVWHDOWKH
IUXLWWKHQWKHRZQHUQHHGQRWPDNHKLPDZDUHWKDW
KHLVFRPPLWWLQJWKHGRXEOHWUDQVJUHVVLRQRIHDWLQJ
VWROHQRUODKFURSV
:K\ QRW" 7KH *HPDUD LQ %DYD .DPPD D 
RIIHUV D WHUVH VXUSULVLQJ SKUDVH LQ H[SODQDWLRQ
´ã¨£ ¬Û ² ¦ã
 ¢£
 ¬ ¦  ± OLWHUDOO\ 3RXUWKHVWXII
GRZQWKHZLFNHGPDQ¶VWKURDWDQGOHWKLPUHFHLYH
DGHDWKVHQWHQFH
7KLV OLQH LV ZKDW VKRFNHG WKH &KDYRV <DLU
2EYLRXVO\&KD]DOZLWKWKHLU'LYLQH,QVSLUDWLRQ
NQHZH[DFWO\ZKDWWKH\ZHUHVD\LQJ%XWDVIDUDV
JUDVSLQJ WKH LGHD ZLWK RXU PRUWDO DQG OLPLWHG
FUDQLDOFDSDFLW\WKLVVWDWHPHQWDSSHDUVEDIIOLQJ
7KH QRWLRQ RI FRPPXQDO UHVSRQVLELOLW\ IRU RXU
IHOORZ-HZVWRSUHYHQWWKHPIURPVLQDQGGUDZ
WKHP FORVHU WR 7RUDK LV ZHOO NQRZQ DQG
GRFXPHQWHGLQWKHZRUNVRI&KD]DO:K\KHUHGR
WKH\VHHPWRWDNHWKHVXUSULVLQJDSSURDFKRIEHLQJ
DSSDUHQWO\ XQFRQFHUQHG WKDW WKLV XQVFUXSXORXV
VRXOZLOOVLQNHYHQIXUWKHU"

MISHNAS CHAYIM is brought to you by CHEVRAH LOMDEI
MISHNAH, a network of Torah scholars dedicated to bringing the
merits of Mishnah study to the greater Jewish public. Encompassing
Mishnah, Gemara, and a variety of other services, CHEVRAH
LOMDEI MISHNAH primarily assists mourners interested in
acquiring the merit of Torah study for their loved ones.



Parshas Vayishlach 5770
“Whoever can provide a cure for my ‘ailment’,”
concludes the Chavos Yair, “is truly an expert
doctor.”
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Siyum Mishnayos...

While it is highly unlikely that we can uncover
what eluded the Chavos Yair, it does appear that
there is at least a hint of a precedent for this
somewhat startling idea in this week’s parshah.

TOO FAR GONE?
When Ya’akov and his family met up with his
brother Eisav, someone was missing from the
narrative: Ya’akov’s daughter, Dinah. Rashi
(Bereishis 32:22) explains that Ya’akov wished to
shield her from the prying eyes of his wicked
brother. To protect her, he temporarily hid her in a
trunk. In the continuation of his well-known
comments, Rashi attributes the ensuing calamity of
Dinah’s abduction by Shechem as a punishment
for the Patriarch’s actions. He writes:

ירנ
ֶ  ֶ ָמא ַ ְח ִז,חיו
ִ ָע ֵמ
ָ ֶענַ ַי ֲעקֹב ֶ ְמנ
ֶ ל ַ ְ נ
ְ
ָ ְל
.מטב
According to the conventional understanding, this
means: “Ya’akov was punished for withholding
her from his brother, as she may have returned
Eisav to the proper path.” In other words, Ya’akov
was faulted for depriving his brother of marrying
Dinah, for she may have had a positive effect on
him, influencing him to repent.
R’ Chaim Rappaport, Av Beis Din of the
prestigious community of Ostroh (K’motzei Shalal
Rav, parshas Vayishlach), understands Rashi in
a completely different light. He contends that
a careful reading of Rashi reveals that the
phrase מטב
ָ ירנ ְל
ֶ  ֶ ָמא ַ ְח ִזdoes not refer – as
the conventional interpretation suggested – to
the “complaint” lodged against Ya’akov for
withholding Dinah (i.e., he should have let her
marry Eisav, for then “she may have returned him
to the proper path”). Rather, these words refer to
Ya’akov’s own rationale in withholding his
daughter, as this is precisely what Ya’akov feared:
“She may have returned him to the proper path.”
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In other words, Ya’akov specifically did not want
Eisav to do teshuvah! For whatever reason (a
calculation only a Patriarch can make), Ya’akov
determined that Eisav’s level of wickedness was
so severe that he did not deserve to rectify his
ways! He purposely withheld his daughter from
Eisav lest she lead him to repentance.
Once again, the exalted calculations worthy of a
Patriarch of Yisrael are well beyond our feeble
grasp; but it appears that this episode just may be
the scriptural basis for the wondrous statement
made earlier by the Gemara in Bava Kamma. It
seems that there is a precedent for the concept that
baffled the Chavos Yair; there are times when a
rasha forfeits the benefit of spiritual assistance
from his brothers.
Hopefully, Eliyahu Hanavi will soon arrive,
bringing with him the full explanation to this
vexing issue.

To sponsor MISHNAS CHAYIM, to distribute it to your shul, or to receive this publication via email, please contact
CHEVRAH LOMDEI MISHNAH at 732-364-7029 or info@chevrahlomdeimishnah.org.
© All rights reserved

