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6RMRXUQLQJ LQ WKH KRXVH RI KLV FRQQLYLQJ XQFOH
/DYDQ<D¶DNRY$YLQXZDVIDFHGZLWKDQDOPRVW
LQVXUPRXQWDEOHFKDOOHQJH
7KH7RUDKUHIHUVWR/DYDQDV³/DYDQ+D¶DUDPL´
UHIHUULQJDWIDFHYDOXHWRKLVSODFHRIRULJLQ$UDP
1DKDUD\LP7KH0HGUDVKKRZHYHUDWWULEXWHVWKLV
WLWOH WR D SHQFKDQW IRU UDPD¶XV WULFNHU\ DQG
FKHDWLQJ
%XW/DYDQKDGPDQ\PRUH³WULFNV´XSKLVVOHHYH
WKDQPHUHFKLFDQHU\$SSDUHQWO\KHZDVDPDVWHU
PDJLFLDQ±QRWRIWKHUDEELWRXWRIDKDWVRUWEXW
WKH ³UHDO GHDO´ 7KHUH H[LVWV LQ WKH ZRUOG DQ
LQVWLWXWLRQ NQRZQ DV NLVKXI EODFN PDJLF  ZKLFK
VWHPVIURPDVRUWRIUHVHUYRLURINRFKRVKDWXPDK
IRUFHV RI VSLULWXDO LPSXULW\  $OWKRXJK QRW VR
ZLGHO\NQRZQRUSUDFWLFHGWRGD\LWZDVDIRUFHWR
EH UHFNRQHG ZLWK LQ WKH KH\GD\ RI VRUFHUHUV DQG
QHFURPDQFHUV
6RPHRQH ZLWK WKH NQRZKRZ FDQ KDUQHVV WKHVH
NRFKRV WR RYHUULGH WKH VWDQGDUG RUGHU RI QDWXUDO
ODZV ,Q QXPHURXV SODFHV WKH 7RUDK SURVFULEHV
-HZVIURPHQJDJLQJLQWKLVSUDFWLFH%XWWKDWLVQRW
EHFDXVH RI ODFN RI HIIHFWLYHQHVV LW LV VLPSO\
IRUELGGHQ VHH5DPEDQ'HYDULP 
/DYDQZDVPRUHWKDQDPHUHPDJLFLDQZKRXWLOL]HG
WKH NRFKRV KDWXPDK WR GR KLV HYLO ELGGLQJ 7KH
$YQHL1H]HU TXRWHGLQ6KHP0LVKPXHOSDUVKDV
9D\HLW]HL H[SODLQVWKDWKHZDVWKHDEVROXWHPDVWHU
LQWKHILHOG6RSURILFLHQWZDVKHWKDWDFFRUGLQJWR
WKH =RKDU E  QR SHUVRQ FRXOG UHVLVW RU
RYHUFRPH KLV SRZHU +H FRXOG LQIOLFW KDUP RQ
DQ\RQHRIKLVFKRRVLQJWKURXJKKLVFRPPDQGRIWKH
VSKHUHVRIGDUNQHVV$QGKLVVLJKWVZHUHVHWXSRQ
<D¶DNRY³/DYDQVRXJKWWRXSURRWWKHHQWLUHW\ RI
.ODO<LVUDHO ´ 3HVDFK+DJJDGDK 

+RZZDVLWSRVVLEOHIRU<D¶DNRY$YLQXWRVWDQGXS
WRVXFKDIRUPLGDEOHIRH":DVQ¶WUHVLVWDQFH±DVWKH
=RKDUVWDWHG±YLUWXDOO\LPSRVVLEOH"
+RZHYHUOLNHDOOIRUFHVDQGV\VWHPVLQWKHZRUOG
WKH SRZHU RI NLVKXI ZDV LPSODQWHG WKHUH E\
+DVKHPDQGVR±DVZLOOEHH[SRXQGHGRQEHORZ±
UHPDLQVVXEVHUYLHQWWR+LV:LOO

(,12'0,/9$'2
7KH*HPDUD &KXOLQE DGGUHVVHVWKLVLVVXHKHDG
RQ $ FHUWDLQ ZLFNHG VRUFHUHVV WULHG WR NLOO 5¶
&KDQLQD WKURXJK WKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI PDJLFDO
SUDFWLFHV%XW5¶&KDQLQDUHPDLQHGXQFRQFHUQHG
³7U\ZKDW\RXOLNH´5¶&KDQLQDUHPDUNHG³,WZLOO
QRW ZRUN RQ PH´ +H H[SODLQHG WKLV UHDOLW\ E\
TXRWLQJWKHYHUVH 'HYDULP ³(LQRGPLOYDGR
±WKHUHLVQRWKLQJDVLGHIURP+LP +DVKHP ´
5¶&KDLP9ROR]KLQHUH[SODLQV 1HIHVK+DFKDLP
 WKDW5¶&KDQLQDZDVZHOODZDUHRIWKHSRZHU
±DQGGDQJHU±RINLVKXI7KH*HPDUDKRZHYHULV
UHYHDOLQJ D UHPDUNDEOH SULQFLSOH RQH ZKLFK LQ
HIIHFW FDQ VKLHOG D SHUVRQ IURP WKH HIIHFWV RI
NLVKXIRUDQ\GDQJHURXVIRUFHIRUWKDWPDWWHU7KH
³WULFN´LVWREHDULQPLQGWKHIDFWWKDW+DVKHPLVWKH
2QH ZKR FUHDWHG HVWDEOLVKHG DQG FRQWUROV WKH
IRUFHV RI NLVKXI QDWXUH DQG HYHU\WKLQJ HOVH ,Q
RWKHU ZRUGV WKH GDQJHURXV IRUFHV GHULYH WKHLU
VWUHQJWKRQO\IURP+DVKHP+LPVHOIDQGWKH\DUH
RQO\DVSRZHUIXODV+HDOORZVWKHPWREH6KRXOG
+H GHFLGH LQ DQ LQVWDQW WR ZLWKKROG WKHLU HQHUJ\
WKHLU HIIHFWLYHQHVV ± DQG WKHLU YHU\ H[LVWHQFH ±
FRPHVWRDVFUHHFKLQJKDOW5¶&KDQLQDZKRVHIDLWK
LQ+DVKHPZDVSULVWLQHKDGQRWKLQJWRIHDUIRUKH
ZDV ZHOO DZDUH WKDW LW ZDV +DVKHP :KR ZDV
SXOOLQJ DOO RI WKH VWULQJV 6XUHO\ <D¶DNRY $YLQX
DGRSWHGWKLVPHWKRGWRVLPLODUO\ZDUGRII/DYDQ¶V
JUDVS


לזכר נשמת
חנה מירא בת שלמה ע״ה
Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit
of שרה בת יעקב הכהן ע״ה a fellow Jew who passed away with
no relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of her neshamah.

MISHNAS CHAYIM is brought to you by CHEVRAH LOMDEI
MISHNAH, a network of Torah scholars dedicated to bringing the
merits of Mishnah study to the greater Jewish public. Encompassing
Mishnah, Gemara, and a variety of other services, CHEVRAH
LOMDEI MISHNAH primarily assists mourners interested in
acquiring the merit of Torah study for their loved ones.



Parshas Vayeitzei 5770
In his glosses on his father’s sefer Nefesh Hachaim,
R’ Yitzchak Volozhiner sees this idea expressed in
a well-known Mishnah, which comments on the
intriguing episode of the Copper Snake (Bamidbar
21:4-9). As punishment for their complaints, a
plague of harmful snakes invaded the Jews in the
midbar (desert), causing many fatalities. After
praying for their salvation, Moshe Rabbeinu was
instructed by Hashem to fashion the likeness of a
snake to be hoisted in full view of the people.
Anyone bitten by the (real) snakes had only to look
at this model serpent to be cured. The Mishnah in
Rosh Hashanah (3:8) raises the obvious issue:

 ִ ְז ַמ ִֶ ְ ָר ֵאל, ֶא ָא.ָח ְמ ַחֶה
ָ  א נ,ָח ֵמ ִמית
ָ וְ ִכי נ
יה
ֶ !מ ַ ְע ְ ִדי ֶאת ִל ָ ַל ֲא ִב
ְ  ַל ֵ"י ַמ ְע ָלה#ְ  ִלי#ְ $ַ ִמ ְס
.(קי
ִ ִ ָהי! נ, וְ ִא ָלאו, ָהי! ִמ ְת ַר ְ" ִאי, ִֶ ַ ָ& ַמי
“Can a (model) snake really cause either death or
life? Rather, when Yisrael would look Heavenward
and subjugate their hearts to their Father in Heaven,
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they would be healed; and if not, they would pine
away.”

THE POWER OF CONCENTRATION
R’ Yitzchak explains the intent of the Mishnah
along the lines of R’ Chaim’s great principle. The
real purpose in looking toward the snake was to
come to a realization – after contemplating its
power – that, in fact, it was entirely powerless.
People would recognize instead that the Sole Power
is Hashem. By dedicating their hearts to the
recognition of Hashem’s absolute power, they
would be healed.
R’ Chaim concludes that this idea is actually a
wondrous “segulah” (especially effective option):
to dwell on the Singular Power of the Almighty, in
keeping with R’ Chanina’s application of the sacred
words “ein od milvado”. Just as R’ Chanina was
able to ward off and nullify any pernicious effects
of the forces of kishuf by inculcating this verse into
his psyche, so, too, any individual who concentrates
fully on this idea will be saved from danger. By
recognizing that Hashem is truly the only Power, all
other harmful forces will be neutralized.
This “segulah” was employed by the Brisker Rav
when fleeing from the Nazis, ym”sh. The Brisker
Rav sought to heed the Nefesh Hachaim’s
exhortation to focus intently on the ein od milvado
credo: the servant of Hashem has nothing to fear, as
no person or force can cause harm if not so deigned
by the Almighty. So long as this idea never left the
Rav’s thoughts, he experienced no travail.
“Only once,” the Brisker Rav reported, “did I break
my concentration. At that precise moment, a
German soldier materialized, seized me, and
demanded to see my passport.
“In light of this great danger,” the Rav continued, “I
quickly summoned my powers of concentration and
forced my thoughts back to the all-important ein od
milvado principle. All at once, the soldier
disappeared, as if into thin air...” (She’al Avicha
V’yagedcha, vol. 3, p. 55).
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