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  Parshas Vayeishev 5770  ❧                 

established an eight (not seven) day festival of song 

and rejoicing, including that first day in the tally. 

THE ULTIMATE SHIUR  

Chazal teach us that the Menorah is a symbol for 

the Torah itself (Shemos Rabbah 37:3). The 

aforementioned “miraculous principle” – that when 

a firm basis is provided, there can be a great 

expansion of blessing – applies to Torah, as well. 

This idea is manifest in the Mishnah at the end of 

Uktzin (3:12): 

ַע ֶ	� ֵלִוי �ָעִתיד ַהָ�ד� ָ	ר�ְ� ה�א , �ַמר ַרִ	י ְיה�
ְלַהְנִחיל ְלָכל ַצִ�יק ְוַצִ�יק ְל ֵמא�ת ַוֲעָ�ָרה 

ְלַהְנִחיל אֲֹהַבי ֵי ְואְֹצרֵֹתיֶה& , ֶֶ%ֱאַמר, ע�ָלמ�ת
 .ֲאַמֵ(א

“R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said: In the future, The 

Holy One Blessed is He will grant (as reward) 310 

worlds to each righteous individual, as it says 

(Mishlei 8:21), ‘To bequeath substantial (reward) to 

my beloved ones, and I shall fill their storehouses’.” 

The Mishnah here understands the above-quoted 

verse from Mishlei as referring to the incredible 

bounty awaiting the tzaddikim in the World to 

Come. However, elsewhere (Sukkah 28a) the 

Gemara seems to expound this pasuk as referring to 

something else entirely. Speaking of the marvelous 

accomplishments of Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai, 

the Gemara states that he learned basically all there 

is to learn – Tanach, Mishnah, Gemara, halachah, 

etc. – in fulfillment of the verse “To bequeath 

substantiality to my beloveds, and I shall fill their 

storehouses.” Is this pasuk in Mishlei referring to 

the World to Come, or to the ideal quota of Torah 

study in this world? 

R’ Shneur Kotler (Noam Siach 88) explains that 

there really is no inherent contradiction. The verse 

in Mishlei actually reflects the very principle laid 

down by the Taz, on a grand scale.  

The sefarim relate (see, e.g., introduction to Toras 

Habayis from the Chofetz Chaim) that a main 

function of the Torah study in which we engage in 

this world is really only a preparation for the World 

to Come. As a creation of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, 

Who is limitless, Torah contains infinite depth. The 

learning one accrues in this world serves as the 

building blocks for one to achieve the dazzling, 

boundless Torah Wisdom contained in every facet 

of the Torah, secrets that will only be revealed in 

the World to Come. 

In other words, by studying Torah in this world, one 

creates within himself the foundations of “treasure-

houses,” which will only be completely filled in the 

World to Come. At that point, the Torah he 

accumulated in this world will serve as the basis for 

an overwhelming outpouring of intense revelation 

from the Creator. From the comparatively limited 

amount he was able to achieve in this world, 

Hashem will multiply his store of Torah knowledge, 

to the extent that it will expand to the capacity of 

entire worlds.  
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