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MISHNAS
CHAYIM

MISHNAH ON THE PARSHAH

Parshas Tzav 5769 ❧ 

THIS MATZAH THAT WE
EAT...

(beginning section), which is recited while holding
the matzah aloft:

Every year, our children ask us certain questions at
the Seder; presumably, we have the answers. Let’s
do a quick check (on at least one of them) to make
sure that this is indeed the case.

“This is the poor bread that our forefathers ate in
the land of Egypt.”

Why do we eat matzah on Pesach?
Seemingly, that’s an easy one; the answer is spelled
out in the Haggadah:

 ַעל   ֶלֹא, ַעל   ָמה,אכ ִלי
ְ
ַמ ָצה ז ֶ נ
 ַעד ֶנִ ְג ָלה,בתינ ְל ַה ְח ִמי
ֵ
ִה ְס ִיק ְ ֵצ ָק ֶל
 ה א$ְ  ַמ ְל ֵכי ַה ְמ ָל ִכי ַה ָקד ָר$יה ֶמ ֶל
ֶ ַע ֵל
הציא
ִ ֶא ַמר " ַו)ֹאפ ֶאת ַה ָ ֵצק ֲא ֶר
ֱ  ֶנ,ְג ָל
 ִ ְצ ַרי-ִ י ג ְֹר ִמ.ִ י לֹא ָח ֵמ.ִ ת/עגֹת ַמ0  ִ ְצ ַרי-ִ ִמ
".1ַ ָכל ְל ִה ְת ַמ ְה ֵמ
ְ וְ לֹא י
“This matzah that we eat; what is it for? It comes
on account of the dough prepared by our forefathers,
which did not have time to rise before the King of
Kings, the Holy One Blessed is He, appeared to
them and immediately redeemed them. As it states
(Shemos 12:39): “And they baked the dough –
which they brought out of Egypt – into matzah
loaves, for it did not rise; for they were chased out
of Egypt and could not tarry...”
Bottom line, it appears pretty straightforward that
the reason we partake of matzah on this night is to
commemorate the sudden, miraculous redemption,
at which time our forefathers left the House of
Bondage in such haste that they did not even have
time to prepare proper bread.

SQUARE MEAL
The problem arises with a curious phrase found in
another familiar passage from the Haggadah

Dedicated in loving memory of

טובה שיינדל בת אברהם ע״ה

by Mrs. Leah Louis, Boca Raton, Florida
Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit
of עובדיה בן יחזקאל ע״ה a fellow Jew who passed away with no
relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of his neshamah.

. ִר ָעא ְד ִמ ְצ ָרי
ְ ְ ב ָה ָתנָא
ְ כל
ָ ָהא ַל ְח ָמא ַענְ יָא ִדי

In the land of Egypt? Didn’t we just state that the
mitzvah of matzah comes to commemorate the
matzah eaten when the Jews left Mitzrayim (Egypt)?
Why do we proclaim here that matzah was eaten
while still in Mitzrayim?
Setting aside this apparent contradiction for a
moment, the very notion of matzah in Mitzrayim
seems somewhat perplexing. What sort of matzah
was eaten in Mitzrayim, anyway? It couldn’t have
been bread that had no time to rise; the Jews were
there for 210 years.
This issue is dealt with by the Ibn Ezra (quoted in
Orchos Chaim on the Haggadah). Apparently, the
Ibn Ezra “did time” in India at one point (having
been captured and held prisoner there by some local
ruffians). During his stay there, the meals provided
to him by his captors consisted of none other than...
matzah!
This was not done because it was Pesach. It seems
that matzah – in certain places – was standard prison
fare. Apparently, the reason that matzah is the
delicacy of choice on the prison menu has more to
do with practicality than ethnicity. Since matzah
stays entrenched in the digestive apparatus far
longer than standard bread, you get a lot more
“mileage” per meal. Serving one’s prisoners matzah
is actually a dramatic cost-saving measure (perhaps
an idea for the current economic situation as well?).
In any event, the Ibn Ezra was able to glean at least
one benefit from his forced incarceration: he
discovered “pshat” (proper interpretation) in the
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Parshas Tzav 5769
DIRUHPHQWLRQHG SDVVDJH IURP WKH +DJJDGDK 7KH
PDW]DKUHIHUUHGWRLQWKH+DJJDGDKDVKDYLQJEHHQ
FRQVXPHG E\ RXU IRUHIDWKHUV LQ (J\SW ZDV QRQH
RWKHU WKDQ WKH ³SULVRQHUV¶ PHDOV´ 7KH ,EQ (]UD
XQGHUVWRRGWKDWLQ(J\SWDVZHOOWKH(J\SWLDQORUGV
SXWWKHLUFDSWLYHVODYHQDWLRQRQDVWULFWPDW]DKGLHW

'28%/(6,*1,),&$1&(
$W WKLV SRLQW ZH DUH OHIW ZLWK D VRPHZKDW
SDUDGR[LFDOSLFWXUHRIWKH3HVDFKPDW]RV)URPWKH
EHJLQQLQJRIWKH+DJJDGDK ³+DODFKPDDQ\D´ LW
DSSHDUV WKDW WKHPDW]RVZH HDW FRPPHPRUDWH WKH
GRZQWURGGHQVWDWHRIRXUIRUHIDWKHUVLQ0LW]UD\LP
ZKHQ WKH\ ZHUH IRUFHG WR VXEVLVW RQ ZKDW ZDV
EDVLFDOO\SULVRQUDWLRQV)URPWKHODWWHUVHFWLRQRI
WKH+DJJDGDKKRZHYHUWKHPDW]DKVHHPVWRVHUYH
DV D UHPLQGHU RI WKH JORULRXV UHGHPSWLRQ ZKLFK
WRRNSODFHZLWKDVWRQLVKLQJUDSLGLW\ZKHQLWDUULYHG

❧
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,WFRXOGYHU\ZHOOEHKRZHYHUWKDWLWLVSUHFLVHO\
WKLVGLFKRWRP\WKDWWKH7RUDKZDQWVXVWRUHFRJQL]H
RQWKLVQLJKW7KH5DPEDQLQIDFWVWDWHVH[SOLFLWO\
'HYDULP WKDWWKH3HVDFKPDW]RVVLJQLI\ERWK
DVSHFWV WKH SRRU GLHW LQ (J\SW DV ZHOO DV WKH
DFFHOHUDWHGUHGHPSWLRQ



7KLVGRXEOHQDWXUHRIPDW]RVFDQSHUKDSVEHVWEH
XQGHUVWRRG LQ OLJKW RI WKH ZHOONQRZQ KDODFKDK
UHFRUGHGLQWKH0LVKQDKLQ3HVDFKLP  

H[SHULHQFHLWVLJQLILHVSUHFLVHO\ZKDWRFFXUUHGRQ
WKLV PRPHQWRXV RFFDVLRQ $V KH VWDWHV ³5LJKW
EHIRUHWKH-HZVOHIW(J\SWWKH\ZHUHHDWLQJLQWKH
PDQQHURIVODYHVZKLOHVWDQGLQJDQGHYHQZDONLQJ
µRQWKHJR¶ WKHQH[WPRPHQWWKH\ZHUHIUHHPHQ
HDWLQJZKLOHUHFOLQLQJ´
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³(YHQDSDXSHULVUHTXLUHGWRHDW DWWKH6HGHU LQD
UHFOLQLQJSRVLWLRQ DVLJQRIIUHHGRPDQGUR\DOW\ ´
$FFRUGLQJWRWKH0HGUDVKWKHUHFOLQLQJPHQWLRQHG
LQWKLVKDODFKDKLVSDWWHUQHGDIWHUWKHPDQQHURIWKH
([RGXVZKHQ+DVKHPDFWXDOO\KDGWKH-HZVUHVW
DQG UHFOLQH DV WKH\ MRXUQH\HG WKURXJK WKH GHVHUW
6KHPRV5DEEDK 
%DVHGRQWKLV0HGUDVKWKH(LW]<RVHI UHIHUHQFHGLQ
+DVHGHU+D¶DUXFK H[SODLQVWKDWWKHSDXSHU¶V
OHDQLQJ E\ WKH 6HGHU WDEOH LV SHUKDSV WKH PRVW
FODVVLF PDQLIHVWDWLRQ RI UHOLYLQJ WKH 3HVDFK
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7KH3HVDFKPDW]RVFRPHWRWHDFKXVDYHU\YDOXDEOH
DQG WLPHO\ OHVVRQ RQH UHOHYDQW WR ERWK HYHU\
LQGLYLGXDO LQ KLV SULYDWH OLIH DQG WR WKH -HZLVK
SHRSOH DV D ZKROH 1R PDWWHU KRZ GHVSHUDWH RU
WHQXRXVDVLWXDWLRQPLJKWDSSHDU+DVKHPKDVWKH
SRZHU WR UHYHUVH HYHU\WKLQJ LQ D VLQJOH PRPHQW
6XFKRFFXUUHGWRRXUIDWKHUVLQ(J\SWZKHQWKH\
SUDFWLFDOO\EHJDQDPHDORQSULVRQHU¶VUDWLRQVZKLOH
VWDQGLQJDQGFRPSOHWHGLWDVIUHHPHQHDWLQJLQWKH
PDQQHURIUR\DOW\
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