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Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit of 
  a fellow Jew who passed awayנחום שמואל בן ישעיה קאפל ע״ה

with no relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of his neshamah.

Dedicated in memory of Rabbi Shimon Newhouse 
 הרב שמעון בן הרב אברהם זצ״ל

by the staff of Chevrah Lomdei Mishnah
A true admirer of Mishnas Chayim

MISHNAS CHAYIM is brought to you by CHEVRAH LOMDEI 
MISHNAH, a network of Torah scholars dedicated to bringing the 
merits of Mishnah study to the greater Jewish public.  Encompassing 
Mishnah, Gemara, and a variety of other services, CHEVRAH 
LOMDEI MISHNAH primarily assists mourners interested in 

acquiring the merit of Torah study for their loved ones.

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FEAR ITSELF 

POWERFUL EXAMPLE 

In pre-exile times, the Jewish people were 

governed according to the Torah and its system of 

justice. One aspect of this system was the 

administering of capital punishment for certain 

most grievous transgressions. 

It is clear that one of the functions of such a severe 

punishment was to deliver a powerful message to 

the people. This idea is reflected in the section of 

the Torah that discusses the meisis, the slick-

tongued seducer who cajoles others into idol-

worship. The Torah is quite explicit in demanding 

that no mercy be shown to this conniving 

scoundrel, who leads others on the path of sin. He 

is liable for the death penalty, and his death should 

serve as an example to the people to desist in the 

future from such nefarious activities. As the pasuk 

states: 

�סְקַלְ�� בָאֲבָנִי� וָמֵת ִ�י בִֵ�� לְהִַ�יחֲָ	 מֵעַל ד '
וְכָל יְִ%רָאֵל יְִ�מְע� וְיִרָא�# וְלֹא י�סִפ�  ...אֶלֹקֶיָ	

 .לַעֲ%�ת ַ�ָ�בָר הָרָע הֶַ(ה ְ)קִרְֶ)ָ	

“And you shall stone him with rocks, and he shall 

die, for he has sought to lead you away from 

Hashem your L-rd... And all Yisrael shall hear and 

see and continue no longer to perpetrate such 

wicked deeds in your midst,” (Devarim 13:11-12).  

R’ Aharon Bakst (Av Beis Din of Lomza) points 

out that the impact this must have made was most 

remarkable. The fact of the matter is that capital 

punishment was only carried out on very rare 

occasions, as the Mishnah states (Makkos 1:9): 

רִַ)י . סַנְהֶדְרִי# הַה�רֶגֶת אֶחָד ַ)ָ*ב�עַ נִקְרֵאת חָבְלָנִית
 .אֶחָד לְִ�בְעִי� ָ�נָה, אֶלְעָזָר ֶ)# עֲזַרְיָה א�מֵר

“If the High Court executes a single individual 

within a seven-year period, it is considered too 

‘violent.’ R’ Elazar ben Azaryah says, (this is true 

even) within a seventy-year period.” 

We see from the Mishnah that more than seven 

years – or according to R’ Elazar ben Azaryah, 

more than seventy years – had to pass between 

administrations of the death penalty. Nevertheless, 

the Torah testifies that capital punishment can 

serve as a real deterrent for would-be perpetrators. 

Apparently, then, the effect of a single act of 

execution on the public’s consciousness would last 

for generations (Peninim Mishulchan Gavo’ah, 

parshas Shoftim). 

When used constructively, fear of this sort can be a 

significant motivator. And it is not limited to the 

aftermath of capital punishment. Shlomo Hamelech 

states in Koheles (3:14),  �וְהָאֶלֹקֶי� עָָ%ה ֶ�ִ/רְא
 Hashem has acted so that people will fear“) מ0ְִפָנָיו

Him”). Rashi explains this verse as referring to 

massive aberrances in nature. When Hashem brings 

forth a great flood, for example, His purpose is to 

capture people’s notice and instill them with the 

fear that had been lacking until then.  

In fact, thunder serves a similar purpose. Referring 

to the pasuk in Koheles, the Gemara (Berachos 

59a) tells us:  רְעָמִי� אֶלָא לִפְ��ט �לֹא נִבְרְא
 Thunder was created for the sole“) עַקְמ�מִית ֶ�ַ)לֵב

purpose of ‘straightening the crookedness of the 

heart’ by awakening a sense of fear within a 

person”). 

THE SHOFAR AND THE DAYS OF AWE 

This is also a major function of the shofar: to serve 

as a catalyst for yirah (fear). The navi declares:  �ִא
�  Shall a shofar be“) יִָ�קַע ��פָר ְ)עִיר וְעָ� לֹא יֶחֱרָד
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To sponsor MISHNAS CHAYIM, to distribute it to your shul, or to receive this publication via email, please contact 
CHEVRAH LOMDEI MISHNAH at 732-364-7029 or info@chevrahlomdeimishnah.org.
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Insights on the weekly parshah 
based on the Mishnah.

SUBSCRIBE BY MAIL OR E-MAIL
DISTRIBUTE MISHNAS CHAYIM 
IN YOUR SHUL

Can we depend on you?Can we depend on you?   Become an active supporter of Mishnas Chayim by     
    contacting Chevrah Lomdei Mishnah at 732-364-7029, or at ChevrahLomdeiMishnah.org

You’ve come to depend on usYou’ve come to depend on us   for your weekly dose of inspiration. 


