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LONG-DISTANCE CALL
TALKING WITH THE ANGELS
Both Avraham Avinu and his Egyptian handmaiden
Hagar encountered angels. However, there exists a
distinctive and surprising difference between their
respective conversations.
Hagar’s communication with the celestial beings was
direct. When she beholds the angels in the desert,
they speak plainly to her: “And the angel of Hashem
said to her: ‘Return to your mistress…’” (Bereishis
16:9). “For she said: ‘Have I seen (them) even
here...,’” (ibid., v. 13).
The nature of Avraham’s encounter was different.
Unquestionably, one of the most momentous spiritual
occasions of Avraham Avinu’s life was akeidas
Yitzchak (the binding of Yitzchak), wherein
Avraham displayed his absolute devotion to Hashem
by demonstrating a willingness to sacrifice his son.
So sublime was this moment that Chazal compared
Avraham during that event to an officiating Kohen
Gadol (High Priest) (Bereishis Rabbah, 55:10). Yet,
when the angel informed him that he had passed the
test and should desist from harming his son, there was
no “up close and personal” conversation. Rather, the
call came from a distance, as the verse attests: “And
an angel of Hashem called to him from the Heavens,”
(Bereishis 22:11).
Why did Hagar merit a face-to-face conversation with
the angels, whereas Avraham – precisely at such a
climactic moment of devotion – had to suffice with a
long-distance call?
To resolve this difficulty, let us study the topic of the
Kohen Gadol – a subject of this week’s parshah –
more closely.
Dedicated in loving memory of

נתנאל בן משה וזוגתו שינדיל דבורה בת דוד ע״ה

by their children, Mr. and Mrs. Danny Fischman, Brooklyn, NY
Kindly take a moment to study MISHNAS CHAYIM in the merit
of אוריאל בן אליהו ע״ה a fellow Jew who passed away with no
relatives to arrange Torah study on behalf of his neshamah.

HOOF IN THE HEAD
One of the focal points of our parshah revolves
around an occasion which is the paradigm of holiness
itself. The Torah deals extensively with the avodah
(service) that took place through the hands of a most
exalted personage, in the most sublime spiritual
place, at the most pristine moment of the year –
namely, the avodah of the Kohen Gadol inside of the
Holy of Holies, on the day of Yom Kippur.
At one point in the proceedings, the Kohen Gadol
would take an oath, as recorded in the Mishnah in
Yoma (1:5):

יעי
ִ ִ ְ  ַמ... ִאי ִ י כ ֵֹה ָד ל: מר ל
ְ ְ ו...ִה ְ ִיעה
.ְ מ ְרנ ָל
ַ ֶ  ֶ "ֹא ְת ַ ֶה ָד ָבר ִמ ָל ַמה...י
ָ נ ָע ֶל
“(The elders) administered the following oath: ‘My
master, Kohen Gadol... you must swear... that you
will not deviate at all from the instructions we are
giving you (regarding the avodah).’”
The Gemara (Yoma 19b) explains the purpose of this
“swearing-in ceremony”: to preclude any potential
usurpation of the avodah by the heretical Tzeduki
(Sadducee) faction. This group of recalcitrants –
while professing fealty to the Scriptures – denigrated
the authority of the Oral Law and its rabbinic
guardians.
One result of this situation was a discrepancy in the
performance of the incense offering. A cursory
reading of the pertinent verse seems to imply that the
Kohen Gadol should ignite the incense before
entering the Holy of Holies; the Tzedukim promoted
this view. On the other hand, the Rabbis – employing
the exegetical tools of the Oral Tradition –
understood that the incense is to be lighted only after
entering the Holy of Holies.
Due to the unfortunate infiltration of the Tzedukim
into the Temple service, the Rabbis had to view every
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.RKHQ*DGROZLWKDFHUWDLQOHYHORIVXVSLFLRQOHVWKH
WXUQRXWWREHDFORVHW7]HGXNL$QGVRWKH\UHTXLUHG
WKH.RKHQ*DGROWRVZHDUWKDWKHZRXOGQRWWDPSHU
ZLWKWKH<RP.LSSXUVHUYLFHE\SUHPDWXUHO\LJQLWLQJ
WKHLQFHQVH
7KHUHZDVJRRGUHDVRQWREHFRQFHUQHG7KH*HPDUD
LELG FI <HUXVKDOPL   UHODWHV KRZ RQFH DQ
RIILFLDWLQJ+LJK3ULHVWDFWXDOO\GLGVZLWFKWKHRUGHURI
WKH LQFHQVH LQ NHHSLQJ ZLWK WKH ³WUDGLWLRQ´ RI WKH
KHUHWLFV +RZHYHUKHVRRQSDLGIRUKLVFKXW]SDK$V
KH OHIW WKH +RO\ RI +ROLHV KH KDG KLV RZQ DQJHOLF
HQFRXQWHUDQDQJHODSSHDUHGDQGVWUXFNKLPDGHDWK
EORZ +HDULQJ D FRPPRWLRQ KLV IHOORZ .RKDQLP
FDPHUXQQLQJRQO\WRPDNHDVWDUWOLQJGLVFRYHU\2Q
WKH IRUHKHDG RI WKH VWULFNHQ .RKHQ *DGRO ZDV WKH
LPSULQWRIDKRRIDSSDUHQWO\PDGHE\WKHDQJHO¶VIRRW
ZKHQ KH DGPLQLVWHUHG MXVWLFH ,Q <HFKH]NHO 
DQJHOV DUH GHVFULEHG DV KDYLQJ ³IHHW OLNH FDOYHV¶
KRRYHV´ 
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,W LV LQWHUHVWLQJ WR QRWH WKDW WKH RIIHQGLQJ .RKHQ
*DGROZDVVPLWWHQE\WKHDQJHORQO\XSRQH[LWLQJWKH
+RO\RI+ROLHV:K\ZDVQ¶WKHSXQLVKHGZKLOHVWLOO
LQVLGH"

$87+25,=('3(56211(/21/<
7KH0DKDUVKD <RPDE FODULILHVWKLVSRLQWEDVHG
RQDWHDFKLQJRIWKH<HUXVKDOPL LELG &RQFHUQLQJ
WKHWLPHWKDWWKH.RKHQ*DGROLVSUHVHQWLQWKH+RO\
RI+ROLHVWKHSDVXNVWDWHV³$QGQRRQHHOVHVKDOOEH
SUHVHQWLQWKH6DQFWXDU\ZKHQKHHQWHUVWKH+RO\RI
+ROLHV´ 9D\LNUD   $FFRUGLQJ WR WKH
<HUXVKDOPLWKLVUHVWULFWLRQLVQRWOLPLWHGWRKXPDQV
HYHQDQJHOVDUHEDUUHGHQWU\ZKLOHWKH.RKHQ*DGRO
SHUIRUPVKLVVHUYLFHLQWKHLQQHUVDQFWXP)RUWKLV
UHDVRQWKHDQJHOZKRZDVVHQWWRVPLWHWKHUHQHJDGH
+LJK3ULHVWKDGQRFKRLFHEXWWRZDLWIRUKLVH[LW
%DVHGRQWKLVUHYHDOLQJVWDWHPHQWRIWKH<HUXVKDOPL
LW LV SRVVLEOH WR FOHDU XS WKH DSSDUHQW LURQ\ WKDW
FKDUDFWHUL]HG DNHLGDV <LW]FKDN $V PHQWLRQHG WKH
HYHQW LWVHOI ZDV RQH RI HQRUPRXV VSLULWXDO
SURSRUWLRQV $W WKH VDPH WLPH $YUDKDP¶V
FRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWKWKHDQJHOVVHHPVWRKDYHEHHQRI
D OHVVHU GHJUHH WKDQ WKDW RI +DJDU ZKLOH +DJDU
PHULWHGDIDFHWRIDFHDSSRLQWPHQW$YUDKDPKDGWR
VXIILFHZLWKDFDOOIURPWKH+HDYHQV
7KH <HUXVKDOPL¶V WHDFKLQJ FDVWV WKLV HSLVRGH LQ D
WRWDOO\ QHZ OLJKW ,W ZDV SUHFLVHO\ EHFDXVH RI WKH
DZHVRPHVSLULWXDOPDJQLWXGHRIWKHDNHLGDKWKDWWKH
DQJHOV GLG QRW VSHDN GLUHFWO\ WR $YUDKDP $V
SUHYLRXVO\VWDWHG$YUDKDPZDVOLNHQHGWRWKH+LJK
3ULHVW DV KH ZDV SUHSDULQJ WR RIIHU XS KLV VRQ DVD
VDFULILFH WR +DVKHP 7KH 0HVKHFK &KRFKPDK
%HUHLVKLV   GUDZV WKH FRQFOXVLRQ WKDW WKH
DQJHOVWKHUHIRUHZHUHXQDEOHWRDSSHDUWR$YUDKDP
RQ0W0RULDKDVKHSHUIRUPHGWKHDNHLGDK)RUDOO
LQWHQWV DQG SXUSRVHV $YUDKDP $YLQX ± DW WKDW
PRPHQW±ZDVD.RKHQ*DGROSHUIRUPLQJWKHDYRGDK
RQ<RP.LSSXU$QGDVWKH<HUXVKDOPLH[SRXQGHG
DW WKDW PRPHQW QR RQH ± QRW HYHQ DQJHOV ± ZHUH
DXWKRUL]HGWREHSUHVHQW7KHDQJHOVWKHUHIRUHKDG
QRUHFRXUVHEXWWRFDOOWR$YUDKDPIURPWKHLUDERGH
LQWKH8SSHU6SKHUHV
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