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The second part of Elisha’s prediction was 

fulfilled, as well. The skeptical officer had been 

stationed by the gate when the people began their 

stampede. He witnessed the incredible turnaround 

and the end of the famine – but was trampled to 

death in the process. 

MEASURE FOR MEASURE 

The middah k’neged middah aspect of the officer’s 

fate is apparent. He did not believe in Elisha’s 

prophecy that food would once again become 

plentiful; hence, he did not partake.  

R’ Zalman Sorotzkin (Oznaim LaTorah, haftarah 

to parshas Metzora) wonders, however, why it was 

necessary for the doubting officer to be punished 

so harshly – with death. Middah k’neged middah, 

as we have seen, is measured out very precisely. 

He certainly deserved to be deprived of sharing in 

the plenty; couldn’t this have been accomplished 

in some other way than actually having to lose his 

life?  

It must be – concludes R’ Zalman – that this 

official’s crime went far beyond merely distrusting 

the navi. Rather, his initial response expressing 

skepticism was actually calculated and sinister. 

Recall that the king had originally planned to 

execute Elisha. Upon arriving at Elisha’s house, he 

had a change of heart. The officer, however, was 

not keen on allowing Elisha to live. He therefore 

attempted to diffuse the king’s new, contrite spirit 

by casting doubt on Elisha’s prophecy. 

And so we see the punishment fitting the crimes 

with an amazing exactitude. For his lack of belief 

in the prophecy of plenty, the officer was indeed 

denied the opportunity to share in the blessing. 

And for his malicious and murderous design, he 

himself was killed. 

Perhaps we can complete this middah k’neged 

middah picture based on the comments of the 

Ralbag. It seems that the king was not taken by  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

surprise when his chief officer met his fate. On the 

contrary; he helped orchestrate it. The Ralbag 

contends that this servant of King Yehoram 

actually lost favor in the king’s eyes when he made 

his disparaging comments to Elisha. As a result, 

King Yehoram purposely assisted in ensuring that 

the retribution promised by Elisha would 

materialize. He specifically placed his subordinate 

in a situation where he would most likely come to 

harm. The king reckoned that by stationing his 

officer by the “floodgates,” the crowds would 

overwhelm him. 

And so, like the sotah, every aspect of the 

offender’s retribution was meted out with 

precision. As R’ Zalman explained, the officer 

attempted to enjoin the king to kill Elisha. In the 

end, the king “conspired” with Elisha to be rid of 

the officer.  
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