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something very precious, for which he is literally 
willing to “shvitz.”

This display of enhanced estimation for the mitzvah 
changes its “pay-scale” for the entire year. Not only 
will his reward be increased in the summer, when 
the going is tough, but in the winter, too, he will 
reap greater compensation. By demonstrating 
just how estimable the mitzvah is in his eyes, he 
has increased the value of the mitzvah of tzitzis. 
Consequently, he will be “paid” – even in the 
winter – at the higher summer rates.

The Flip Side

A similar idea can apply in reverse, however. 
Neglecting a mitzvah in even a particular 
circumstance can affect its overall observance.

Actually, this notion emerges from what appears 
at first glance to be a legalistic issue concerning 
the financial obligations of neighbors, a topic dealt 
with extensively in Maseches Bava Basra.

Reuven owns a tract of land that is surrounded by 
Shimon’s fields. When Shimon erects fencing on the 
borders, Reuven may be obligated to share the cost 
– if he benefits as well. The Mishnah (1:3) explains:

אֶת  וְגָדַר  רוּחוֹתָיו,  מִשָּׁלשׁ  חֲבֵרוֹ  אֶת  הַמַּקִּיף 
הָרִאשׁוֹנָה וְאֶת הַשְּׁנִיָּה וְאֶת הַשְּׁלִישִׁית, אֵין מְחַיְּבִין 
אוֹתוֹ. רַבִּי יוֹסֵי אוֹמֵר, אִם עָמַד וְגָדַר אֶת הָרְבִיעִית, 

מְגַלְגְּלִין עָלָיו אֶת הַכֹּל.
“A neighbor (Shimon, in our illustration) owns 
land that surrounds the field of his friend (Reuven) 
on three sides. When he erects a fence (only) on the 
three sides, Reuven is not obligated to contribute 
to the cost. R’ Yose says: if the fourth side acquires 
a fence, Reuven must pay his share of the fencing 
for every side.”

As long as the inner field lies somewhat 
unprotected, the three walls that had been erected 
were basically irrelevant to Reuven, and so he did 
not have to pay anything. With the appearance of 
the fourth wall, the entirety of Reuven’s field was 
suddenly enclosed, and (retroactively) he benefited 
from the first three walls as well. Hence, he must 
now contribute funds for all of them.

R’ Yosef Engel (Gilyonei Hashas, Bava Basra 4b) sees 
an application of this principle in regard to general 
mitzvah observance. For example, a person is 
generally exempt from Torah study during the time 
when he is truly busy – earning a living, taking 
care of his needs, etc. He is not held accountable 
for the bitul Torah (lack of Torah study) that results 
at those times.

Suppose, however, that the same individual 
neglects to engage in Torah study even when he 
has free time. This omission is a serious offense. So 
serious, in fact, that his actions – even during his 
“busy” hours – are re-evaluated.

Previously, he may have been excused for the bitul 
Torah of his “busy hours”; after all, what was he 
to do? By neglecting to study Torah in his spare 
time, however, he has demonstrated that his bitul 
Torah results principally from lack of interest 
and appreciation, not because of preoccupation 
and need. Hence, R’ Yose’s statement applies to 
him: הַכֹּל אֶת  עָלָיו   – he becomes liable ,מְגַלְגְּלִין 
retroactively – for all of his bitul Torah, even when 
he is indeed too busy to learn.
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