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“summoned from on High.” That is, the people are 

in need of a miracle, and Hashem, in His mercy, 

sends one to provide their salvation. A classic 

example would be the miracle of yetzias Mitzrayim 

(the Exodus), wherein the people had no input in 

the implementation of the miraculous deliverance, 

but Hashem, in His kindness, dispatched a miracle 

from His abode. 

The miracle of the Menorah was of a different sort 

altogether; this was an “isarusa d’lsata,” a miracle 

effected from “below.” That is, it came about 

through the people’s own efforts. The Chanukah 

miracle was unique in that the Jews themselves 

brought it about. 

The Bach (Orach Chaim 670) mentions this idea. 

He explains that it was through the mesiras nefesh – 

the intense and life-risking effort invested by the 

Jewish people at that time to restore the Temple 

service to its pristine state – that they merited and 

actually caused the miracle of the Menorah to  

 

occur. By pushing themselves to the limit for the 

sake of Hashem’s service, they effected the 

miraculous restoration of this very service through 

the kindling of the Menorah.  

The singling out of the Menorah miracle by Chazal 

points to the fact that the underlying principle of 

this miracle is actually fundamental to a Jew’s very 

service and existence. As noted by the Bach, this 

miracle encapsulates the inherent strength and 

obligation of the Jewish people: mesirus nefesh. 

Through it, the Jewish people can even cause 

miracles; indeed, as R’ Ya’akov Emden states 

(introduction to Siddur of Rabbi Ya’akov Emden), 

the very fact that the Jewish people continue to 

exist is the greatest miracle of all. 

BUCKING THE TREND 

The Yevanim were well aware that this idea was the 

secret to the Jews’ existence. And it was for this 

reason that they set their sight on the mitzvah of 

sukkah.  

Mesiras nefesh is not limited to risking one’s life on 

behalf of the greater cause of serving Hashem; 

anytime a Jew overcomes his inherent nature in 

order to fulfill Hashem’s Will he is performing a 

heroic act of mesiras nefesh. To combat the yetzer 

hara (evil inclination) on a daily basis certainly 

requires one to push himself to the limits. This is 

especially so in light of the fact that most of the 

world is dedicated to the singular pursuit of their 

natural desires and inclinations. 

And this is what the sukkah is all about: mesiras 

nefesh. As the Tur (Ibid. 625) describes it, while 

most people start curtailing their outdoor activities 

to avoid the inclement weather of the season, the 

Jewish people head outside to perform a mitzvah. 

The Yevanim realized that this mitzvah symbolized 

the Jews’ strength to survive as a Torah nation, 

which is what they sought to quash.  

But they are long gone, and the Torah nation 

continues to thrive. 


