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site, at ten-o’clock at that site, etc., etc.” He recited 
it all by heart, down to the last detail. His uncle 
was duly impressed. 

“I see you’ve memorized the whole schedule,” he 
told his beaming nephew. “Now, please inform me 
how the inspections themselves went.” 

Suddenly, his nephew grew flustered. “Ummmm... 
what do you mean?” he asked. 

“The inspections. What did you observe during the 
inspections?” his uncle persisted, beginning to 
show signs of agitation. 

“Oh, ummm... I didn’t know that... I mean... ” 

Realization began to dawn on both faces. 

“You imbecile!” the uncle burst out. “I didn’t give 
you the schedule just to memorize the instructions! 
You think for that I’m paying you such a high 
salary? Couldn’t you figure out that you were 
supposed to carry out the instructions and simply 
use the schedule as your guidelines?!”    

And so it is with the Thirteen Attributes, explained 

the Chofetz Chaim. The idea is not just to recite 

them  that is a necessary step, but only a first one. 

Their power lies in one’s actual performance of 

them  that is, Hashem desires that the Jewish 

people walk in His ways and emulate His pristine 

and compassionate traits. It is when they “perform 

this procedure,” and not just “say” it, that their 

prayers will certainly be answered (Otzros 

Hatorah, Sefer Shemos, pp. 283-5).  

CONTROLLING YOUR DESTINY 

And so we begin to understand that “the order of 

the Thirteen Attributes” is not just some “magical 

formula,” whereby enunciating certain words the 

supplicant is automatically granted whatever he 

wants. Rather, the matter is conducted through 

Hashem’s system of perfect justness. When a Jew 

emulates Hashem’s traits of compassion, Hashem 

will reciprocate and bestow upon him an extra 

measure of compassion. 

This notion is based on the classic concept 

described in the Mishnah in Sotah (1:7): 

� מ�דְדִי� ל�,  מ�דֵדְמִָ	ה ֶ��דָ�ָ. 

“A person is treated (by Heaven) in the same 

manner with which he conducts himself.” 

If a person displays harshness and inflexibility in 

his dealings with others, he can expect similar 

treatment from the Almighty. His personal failings 

may be scrutinized, and he will be dealt with 

accordingly. However, if a person adopts the 

attributes of Hashem – for instance, to exhibit great 

patience and understanding for his fellow man – he 

has cause to hope for Divine patience. In this 

manner, he may witness the fulfillment of another 

dictum of Chazal, which expresses a similar 

sentiment: “To whom does Hashem grant 

forgiveness (for their shortcomings)? To someone 

who overlooks the flaws and misdeeds of others” 

(Rosh Hashanah 17a).   


