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Parshas Chukas-Balak 5769 פרשת חקת-בלק תשס"ט

nachaliel (Hashem’s possession), and from 
nachaliel, he attains bamos (high levels).”
The Mishnah sees the matanah as referring to 
the Torah, which was given to the Jewish people 
in the desert (as alluded to in the preceding 
words: “From the midbar [desert] – came the 
matanah [gift of Torah]”). By excelling in Torah 
study, a Jew becomes ever more beloved in the 
eyes of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, to the extent 
that he is considered a prized “possession” 
of the Almighty. (Chazal understood the term 
 as a word-combination stemming from נַחֲלִיאֵל
 one] אֵ-ל and [inheritance or possession] נַחֲלָה
of the Names of Hashem]). Upon earning this 
special status, he ascends to great spiritual 
heights.
A truly wondrous principle emerges from 
this teaching of Chazal. Apparently, there is 
a completely unique method of excelling in 
Torah study: namely, by receiving it as a “gift.”

“Buying” Torah and 
Receiving Torah

R’ Itzele Peterberger, a prime disciple of the 
famed Torah giant R’ Yisrael Salanter, explains 
(Introduction to Pri Yitzchak) that there are two 
principal ways to achieve success in Torah 
learning. On the one hand, Torah is compared 
to a business acquisition, as the verse says 
לָכֶם נָתַתִּי  טוֹב  לֶקַח   For I have given“) כִּי 
you a good purchase”) (Mishlei 4:2). In this 
respect, the old adage of “You get what you 
pay for” is very applicable. The more toil an 
individual devotes toward gaining mastery 
in Torah, the more he will achieve. Of course, 
intelligence would play a significant role, as 
the combination of brain power and sincere 
effort will yield substantial results and help 
the Torah student attain great wisdom and 
clarity.
There exists, however, another aspect of Torah 
achievement, wherein a person can merit 

understanding and proficiency well beyond 
his actual capabilities. This is the Torah that 
Chazal compared to a “present,” as opposed to 
a “purchase.” Not that it is necessarily free, for 
this method of Torah acquisition also requires 
much initiative from the individual. When 
Chazal call this type of Torah achievement 
a “gift,” they are referring to the level of 
accomplishment. One who merits this gift will 
be able to attain a level of expertise in Torah 
that far surpasses his inherent abilities.
It is for this reason that even someone born 
with less than exemplary intellectual prowess 
can be transformed into a Recanati. And even 
if we may not merit an actual encounter with a 
celestial messenger, it is still possible for each 
and every Yid to receive this gift. One need 
only know how – which we will discuss next 
week, im yirtzeh Hashem.




