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which would be granted on the spot. His friend, 
however, would then receive a double share.
Immediately, the two were thrown into a state 
of bewildered agony; neither of them wanted to 
go first. For the jealous guy, the thought that his 
colleague could come out with twice as much 
gave him no rest. For his part, the ba’al ta’avah was 
not much better off. While he did not begrudge 
someone else being greater or wealthier than he, 
the mere fact that there was an option of receiving 
a “double portion” was extremely disconcerting. 
If there was more to be had out there, he badly 
wanted to get his hands on it.
In short, this was the vexing dilemma that faced 
the two: neither felt they could choose first. The 
ba’al kinah couldn’t bear the thought of his friend 
walking out with more than himself; the ba’al 
ta’avah felt there was no way he could forego the 
opportunity of receiving double the pickings.
The king was insistent and growing impatient. 
Finally, the ba’al ta’avah prevailed upon his 
companion the ba’al kinah to choose first. The 
moment of truth had come.
“Have you settled upon a wish?” the king asked 
the envious one.
“Yes,” he replied.
“You do realize that the other will receive double 
the amount?” the king remarked.
“That is correct,” came the response.
“And so, what is your wish? It will be immediately 
granted, according to the conditions we have 
laid out.”
“Your Majesty,” answered the jealous man, “I 
request that you gouge out one of my eyeballs.”

Giving It All Away – for Nothing

Pride and the desire for the ultimate glory are 
no less detrimental for the decision-making 
process. This is illustrated by Chazal’s depiction 
of Yeravam ben Nevat, the Biblical figure who 
became the king of Israel and had the opportunity 

to achieve true greatness. The Gemara in 
Sanhedrin (102a) relates a conversation Hashem 
had with this king:

Hakadosh Boruch Hu said to Yeravam: “Repent 
from your misdeeds. If you do so, you will merit 
tremendous reward. Together – I, you, and 
(Dovid) the son of Yishai – will stroll in Gan 
Eden.”

“Who will be in front?” asked Yeravam. “I or 
Yishai’s son?”

“The son of Yishai will go first,” Hashem 
answered.

“If so,” replied Yeravam, “I am not interested.”

The lesson of the parshah and the Mishnah could 
not be clearer: take care to get a hold of these 
dangerous tendencies before they get a hold of 
you.
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